
To: Families of the Mifflinburg School District     

From: Mifflinburg Area School District Transportation Office 

Date: July 29, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

As this school year begins, we all continue to face the challenges posed by the Coronavirus. These obstacles 

have touched all aspects of our lives and I write to you today to discuss those that we will face in regards to 

transporting your children to/from school on a daily basis.  

I want to first assure you that our school district, in cooperation with the Rohrer Bus Service, is implementing 

many protocols to mitigate the risks including; increased cleaning/sanitizing practices, seating charts, 

increased ventilation of buses and the wearing of masks/face shields by our drivers. More details are available 

on the district’s transportation website: https://www.mifflinburg.org/domain/29 

Our next steps toward safe travel are attainable through the cooperation of our school community’s families. 

There are many ways in which you, as parents/guardians, can assist; including the following: 

➢ Please screen your child(ren) each morning before allowing them to board a bus. If they are ill, please 

do not send them to school. It is not timely or safe for a bus driver to take temperatures as children 

board a bus, so the school district will need to rely on parents’ vigilance concerning children’s health 

screening each morning. 

➢ Help us to plan accordingly for the number of students that may be using our transportation system. If 

you plan to NOT use district transportation, please complete our online OPT-OUT form prior to 

August 7th. Link to the form and read closely before completing and submitting the form. (link also 

available on our website) 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LV_UWM7H6keGHAXNMO_rvpsulBv9YR5Bo

n72Ppx-PE1UMDJWSEw1R0VEWUVFMjNWQUI4Rlc4WTgxUi4u  

If appropriate for your family, opting-out will greatly assist us in realizing more realistic numbers that will 

be likely to ride each bus. (Even if a family opts-out of transportation, they will still be physically 

“assigned” to a route and can reverse the designation within a couple days) 

➢ Once the final bus routes are announced – around 10 days prior to the start of school - please log-in to 

the ESchoolData Parent Portal to discover your child(ren)’s bus assignment(s). Route numbers, 

locations of bus stops and approximate bus stop times can be found in the Parent Portal. As the school 

year begins, children should be at bus stops at least 10 minutes prior to the approximate time. If you 

need assistance accessing your Parent Portal account, please contact the district Administrative Office. 

➢ In preparation for the opening of schools, we would appreciate parents positively discussing the need 

for facial coverings in enclosed spaces, such as a bus. Often, on our buses, six feet of physical 

distance may not be possible. Therefore, parents should convey, to their children, everyone’s 

responsibility to keep others safe. Drivers will be asked to enforce face coverings when six feet of 

physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

➢ Please be understanding in regards to a couple of limitations that will be imposed, including: 

o Due to staffing issues at our buildings (all staff will be monitoring morning students in smaller 

groups), IS/ES students will not be able to ride secondary buses in the morning. 

o Bus Passes: A limit of one alternative pick-up/drop-off location will be allowed – other than the 

child’s recorded home address in our system – if there is room on the desired bus. Currently, 

parents can complete an online request form at the following link (also available on our 

website). As the school year begins, parents will need to contact the office of the building of 

their child’s attendance. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LV_UWM7H6keGHAXNMO_rvpsulBv9

YR5Bon72Ppx-PE1UMFFRUjBLQ05LMzlYS1IyQVgzWVU5WTRNVC4u  
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Through your cooperation, Rohrer’s care and the district’s planning, we will transport our students safely. We 

thank you, in advance, for the role that you play. Understandably, the weeks leading up to school and the first 

four weeks at the beginning of the school year are very busy in the Transportation Department. The volume of 

questions is heavier than at any other time of year. We request that you use our online forms at our website as 

much as possible and then email inquiries to ehoy@mifflinburg.org or call 570-966-8246. Please do not email 

or call multiple times. All requests are logged in and handled as quickly as possible. Multiple requests cause 

duplication in the department and, consequently, delay response time. Please be assured that every effort is 

made to respond to every request, no matter how it is received. Sometimes the response is "fixing the 

problem" (i.e. correcting an overcrowded bus) and a return contact is not necessary. 

 

Kindergarten, first grade, second grade and special needs students must be met at the bus stop by a parent, 

guardian, responsible adult, responsible older sibling or other designated individual. If no parent is available 

after attempts to drop off, the driver will contact the school and transportation office and the child will be 

returned to school. 

 

Each morning, all students should arrive at their bus stop at least 5 minutes before their scheduled pick up. 

Please remember that it takes a week or two for schedules to solidify. We suggest students arrive at least 

10 minutes early until a routine is established. The pick-up time may differ slightly from the time noted in 

the Parent Portal as stops (or the order of bus stops) may need to be changed. While we list afternoon drop off 

times, these are also estimations. We certainly make every effort to honor our schedules. However, traffic and 

road construction throughout the school district can impact greatly on our bus routes. We appreciate parents’ 

patience and understanding as drop off times fluctuate due to changing conditions. In both the AM and PM, if a 

bus route is delayed 15 minutes or more, then a Blackboard contact will be executed by the Rohrer Bus 

service via phone, email and/or text. For this reason, it is so important that all families have reliable 

contact information recorded at your child’s school. 

 

We ask parents to be patient during the first two weeks of each new school year. Drivers need time to adjust to 

new stops on their runs and to the needs of their passengers. We are especially mindful of the elementary 

students during this time. Additionally, individual schools extend the time for loading each bus to ensure that all 

students are placed on the correct bus. 

 

As the Mifflinburg Area School District plans for reopening during this pandemic, the privilege of student 

transportation could be a challenging proposition. Collaboration between our district’s families, administration, 

instructional staff, school transportation staff and the Rohrer Bus service will be necessary to ensure that 

students reliant on school transportation will be at school on time. We look forward to overcoming our issues 

together and serving you and your children safely. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Eldon Hoy 

MASD Director of Student Services 

mailto:ehoy@mifflinburg.org

